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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1)^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 15 June 2006 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3)D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 



to the merits is 
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4) E3 Claim(s) M6, 20, 25. 26, 31. 34. 37-40 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) |S| Claim(s) 10-15 and 37-40 is/are allowed. 

6) [g) Claim(s) 1-9. 16. 20. 25. 26 31. 34. is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR1 i85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objectedtb. See 37 CFR 1 .121 (d). 
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2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. :_ 
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1 02 that 



The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent jn -the United 
States. 



(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under.section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by -the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published, under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-4, 6-9, 16, 20, 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being : 

I i ♦ 4 

anticipated by Hanson (US 6,775,131). 

Re claim 1 , Hanson discloses An EMI gasket mechanism for sealing: a space 
anterior to a surface, thereby inhibiting or preventing passage of EMI radiation through 
the space, the EMI gasket mechanism comprising: 

4 

a first jaw (101 or 200); 



a second jaw (the other of 101 , 200) spaced apart from the first jaw by a 



distance, the first and second jaws defining a region therebetween, 



a resilient EMI gasket (300) disposed in the region between the first and second 



jaws; and 



an actuator (401) operably linked to the first and second jaws and configured to 
reduce the distance between the first and second jaws when the actuator js activated, 
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thereby squeezing the resilient EMI gasket between the first and second jaws and : 
causing a portion of the resilient EMI gasket to protrude (Fig 5a, 5b), whereby the I 
protruding portion of the resilient EMI gasket is forced into contact with the surface (Fig 
5b), thereby sealing the space anterior to the surface against passage of EMI radiation. 

Re claim 2, wherein the first jaw has an outer edge and, when the actuator is 
activated and the resilient EMI gasket is squeezed between the first and second jaws, 
the resilient EMI gasket protrudes beyond the outer edge of the first jaw (Fig 5b). 

Re claim 3, wherein the first jaw has an outer edge and the second jaw has an 
outer edge and, when the actuator is activated and the resilient EMI gasket is squeezed 
between the first and second jaws, the resilient EMI gasket protrudes beyond the outer 
edge of the first jaw and beyond the outer edge of the second jaw (Fig 5b). 

Re claim 4, wherein the actuator comprises a cam-lever (401). 

► 

Re claim 6, further comprising a stop (recess 201) adjacent the resilient: EMI 
gasket, wherein, when the actuator is activated and the resilient EMI gasket is : 
squeezed between the first and second jaws, the stop limits protrusion of the resilient 
EMI gasket in a direction away from the surface. 

Re claim 7, wherein the first jaw comprises a stepped plate (Fig 5a). 

Re claim 8, wherein the second jaw comprises a compression ring (201) 

Re claim 9, wherein the first jaw comprises the surface (Fig 5a); 

Re claim 16, Hanson discloses a method of sealing a space anterior to a surface, 



thereby inhibiting or preventing passage of EMI radiation through the space, 



comprising 



positioning a resilient EMI gasket around a riser and in the space anterior toithe 
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surface (Fig 5b); 

operating a cam-lever to (402) squeeze the resilient EMI gasket, thereby causing 
a portion of the resilient EMI gasket to come into contact with and be forced against the 
surface (Fig 5b); and 

limiting protrusion of the resilient EMI gasket in a direction away from the surface 
by using the riser (Fig 5b). 

Re claim 20, Hanson discloses a method of sealing a space anterior to a 

■ * 

surface, thereby inhibiting or preventing passage of EMI radiation through the space, 
comprising: 



positioning an inflatable resilient EMI gasket in the space anterior to the surface 
(Fig 5A) and operating a cam lever (402) to inflate the inflatable resilient EMI gasket, 



thereby causing a portion of the inflatable resilient EMI gasket to come into 



and be forced against the surface (Fig 5b). 



contact with 



Re claim 25, further comprising limiting protrusion of the inflatable resilient EMI 
gasket in a direction away from the surface (Fig 5b). 

Claims 26, 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated i by Van 

* * i 

. * • ■ 

Dyk, Jr. (US 4,399,317). 

Van Dyk, Jr. disclose a method of installing a device (12) in a housing 
(enclosure), wherein 

installation of the device requires sealing a space between the device and 'a 

■ • 

■ * 

mating surface on the housing or on an adjacent device (12) against passage of EMI 
radiation through the space (Fig 2, 3), comprising: 
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inserting the device into the housing (Fig 2), and 

positioning a resilient EMI gasket (24, 27) in the space 

after inserting the device into the housing, squeezing the resilient EMI; gasket in a 
manner that does not utilize insertion forces applied to the device (Fig 2a). 

causing a portion of the resilient EMI gasket to protrude and contact the mating 
surface (Fig 3a). 

re claim 34 Van Dyk, Jr, disclose a method of installing a device in a housing, 
wherein installation of the device requires sealing a space between the device ;and a 
mating surface on the housing or on an adjacent device (12) against passage of EMI 



radiation through the space (Fig 2, 3), comprising: 

inserting the device into the housing (Fig 2), and 



positioning an inflatable resilient EMI gasket (24, 27) in the space, 
inflating the inflatable resilient EMI gasket in a manner that does not rely on 

insertion force applied to the device (Fig 2a), thereby causing a portion of the inflatable 

resilient EMI gasket to protrude and contact the mating surface. 



wherein one of either the device or the housing comprises the EMI gasket 



mechanism (Fig 2). 



(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1, 5, 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Miles 



(US 6,078,054). 
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Re claim 1, Mile discloses an EMI gasket mechanism for sealing a space anterior 



to a surface, thereby inhibiting or preventing passage of EMI radiation through 



space, the EMI gasket mechanism comprising: 



the 



a first jaw (10); 

a second jaw (26) spaced apart from the first jaw by a distance, the first and 
second jaws defining a region therebetween, 

a resilient EMI gasket (11, 17, 18) disposed in the region between the first and 
second jaws; and 

an actuator (2) operably linked to the first and second jaws and configured to 
reduce the distance between the first and second jaws when the actuator is activated, 
thereby squeezing the resilient EMI gasket between the first and second jaws and 



causing a portion of the resilient EMI gasket to protrude (Fig 8), whereby the 



protruding 



portion of the resilient EMI gasket is forced into contact with the surface, thereby sealing 
the space anterior to the surface against passage of EMI radiation (Fijg 3). 
Re claim 5, wherein the actuator comprises a threaded shaft (2) 



Re claim 31, Miles discloses a method of sealing a space anterior to a surface, 



thereby 



inhibiting or preventing passage of EMI radiation through the space;, comprising: 
positioning a resilient EMI gasket (18) around a riser (9) in the Space anterior to 



the surface; 



rotating a threaded shaft (2) to squeeze the resilient EMI gasket, thereby causing 
a portion of the resilient EMI gasket to forcibly contact the surface; and 
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limiting protrusion of the resilient EMI gasket in at least one direction: away from 



the surface by using the riser. 



Response to Arguments 



Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 26, 34 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Allowable Subject Matter 



Claims 10-15, 37-40 are allowed 



The indicated allowability of claims 1-9 16, 20, 25, 31, 34 is withdrawn in view of 



the newly discovered reference(s) to Hanson. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications -from the 
examiner should be directed to Hung V. Ngo whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1979. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Thursday 8:30-6:00. j 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 



supervisor, Dean A. Reichard can be reached on (571) 272-2800 EXT 31. The fax; 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 



571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from; the ; 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information; for 

*" • ■ 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. ; 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private ;PAIR only 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.g6v. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information \ 



system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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